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DESCRIPTION 
Will robots take all our jobs? Will humans become cyborgs? As we rely more and more on 
machines and other new technologies, they are changing how we interact with the world and one 
another. In this course we will consider the impact of artificial intelligence on our current lives, 
and on our future. It has been said that “Philosophy will be the key that unlocks artificial 
intelligence”—presumably for the better. On the other hand, the Oxford philosopher Nick 
Bostrom has warned that advances in superintelligence may soon make humans obsolete. Who 
should we believe? This course will address these and other issues by first considering some 
traditional questions in philosophy of mind—e.g., Can a robot think? What is the Turing Test? 
Can machines ever be conscious?— before turning to a consideration of some of the ethical and 
social implications of this new technology. 
 
TEXTS 
Cunningham, J., Hilliaer, S. & O’Reardon, D. eds. (2014). Introducing Philosophy: Questions 
and Readings. Toronto: Edmund Montgomery Publications. 
 
Coeckelbergh, M. (2020). AI Ethics. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.   
 
Reserve readings as assigned. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The goal of this course is to familiarize students with some of the philosophical challenges posed 
by advances in the field of artificial intelligence (AI). By the end of the course, students will 
have a better understanding of the nature and scope of AI and the metaphysical, ethical and 
social implications of various forms and applications of AI. Students will also be in a position to 
take more advanced courses in a number of different areas of philosophy, including but not 
limited to, Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Technology, Philosophy of Mind, and Ethics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall 2020                        Instructor: Professor Michael Anderson 
Weekly Asynchronous Lecture                          Office: WIRB 7174 
Weekly 



REQUIREMENTS 
• Regular Attendance (you will lose 1% of the final grade for every Tutorial missed without 
accommodation) 
• Class participation 
• 4 Online quizzes (5% each) 
• 2 short papers (15% paper 1; 25% paper 2) 
• Midterm exam (15%); Final exam (25%) (online format TBD) 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY POLICIES 
The Department of Philosophy Policies which govern the conduct, standards, and expectations 
for student participation in Philosophy courses is available in the Undergraduate section of the 
Department of Philosophy website at 
http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/proceduresappeals.html



The last day of scheduled classes in any course will be the last day on which course 
assignments will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be required to return 
assignments to students as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the 
instructor’s assessment of the assignment. 
 
LATE WORK 
Work turned in late without academic accommodation will have 5% of the final score 
deducted for each day it is late. Missed tests/quizzes without academic accommodation will 
receive a zero. 
 
ACADEMIC OFFENCES 



Readings: Introducing Philosophy (IP) Ch 1 (pp. 3-18); AI Ethics Ch 1-3; Bostrom “When 
machines outsmart humans” https://nickbostrom.com/2050/outsmart.html 

Sep 18: First Tutorial: Philosophy Skills 1 
 Readings: Introducing Philosophy (IP) pp. 183-185 

 
Week 3: Basic Metaphysics 
 Readings: IP Ch 2 (pp. 19-32); pp. 35-48  
 Before Wednesday at 12:30: Take online quiz 1 

Sep 25: Second Tutorial 
 Readings: IP Ch 6 (pp. 128-137); pp. 186-191 

 
 
Week 4: Theory of Computation 
 Readings: AI Ethics Ch 5-6; Hillis The Pattern on the Stone pp. vii-38. 
 Before Wednesday at 12:30: Take online quiz 2  

Oct 2: Third Tutorial 
 Readings: None; review theory of computation 

 
Week 5: Basic Epistemology  
 Readings: IP Ch 7-8 (pp. 148-182) 
 Before Wednesday at 12:30: Take online quiz 3 

Oct 9: Fourth Tutorial 
 Readings: Turing, “Computing machinery and intelligence” sections 1, 2 & 6  

 
Week 6: Basic Ethics 
 Readings: IP Ch. 10-11 (pp. 195-212; 239-254; 283-295 only)  
 Before Class: Take online quiz 4 

Oct 16: Fifth Tutorial: Philosophy Skills 2 
 Readings: IP pp. 296-325 

 
Week 7: Introduction to ThetoI.



 
Week 9: READING WEEK  
 
 
 
Week 10: AI and the Law  
 Readings: AI Ethics Ch 4; Schwitzgebel & Garza “Designing AI with rights, consciousness, self-


